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What are Open Ecucaticnal Resources and haw critical
they are fer ncreasing access and wmproving qudity of
scication acrmss the workd in s cost effective maines 3
wirl captured it the folfowing paragraph froms an GECD
Regort

'Assgame a world where Leachers and bearmers Have:
freg occess 1o mgh ﬁuafn‘,y #:ﬂrmrfmrﬂ! respnces;
#nd&pend&‘ﬂt of thelr f@gatwm A-.:.sum&' furifrer that
friy of these resqurces ore re:f?fa.f,mmwf prm:ﬂﬂ:&d
ond localized and E}'ﬁf_é'.l.#ShE’ﬁi for H]-e earners spetific
nw;fs aenf eontext, Assuite thot a‘hrf cost of preducing
ard matniaining these rasogries would be diseriputed
QCross d farge e of Griars ond countries. Awsunme.
furtier that the tosts were declining fopialy aug, for
practiced paposes, could beo cony rﬁered :a i)s _
negiigible” (OECD, lﬂﬂﬁj :

foes such a world exisl Loday? Het really, but such a
scenarin ediste & dnall sesle and that sleadily
frCreEasig vith muit-latersd ageneies and govermmentad
fnon-governmental organisations worldwide are
tairnching major initiatives in the creation and use of open
educational resmeress, 1L s expocted that in the pext
sevaral yaars, 1wl become possible i a scale that will
racicabiy change the ways in which we lears and create
kaowledee.

The most oritical agent in this bransformation process is
the teachsy o the class room o & colise coordinatar or
thter 10 & GRL conteat of aay Tacitetor in mey arganised
tearning enviromment. MWerce, H s importamd for a
teachir at any loved or made of education {e be aware of
the mmajor OER materials avallable on the wetr, skithul ro
seareh and dovedoad wich meterials as pee the corricutar
nepeds, conwersatit with legal information refated 18 OFR
ficensing and conditions of ute and compstent to
integrate these resowrees into the léarning environmant
being erganised anil facilitated in a given contoxg, This
critical role of the teacher makes i fmportaat that a
teacher training and development curriculusy stould ain
te devclop ihease UER related knowledpe and
sompatencies and alse that tescher educators should
integrate relevant GER materials in hoth pre-service and
Hvservage teacher training programmes as well as i
comtbpuing peafesiianal develupment ef teachers.
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Tarrgin of the conceEst of Qpen Fducationsl
Fesoukoes {DERS

Dpea Cdurational Beseurces movement get
insfrinted wihen Maisachlsetts nstingle of
Techistogy anneunced §U woild pubiish
educational magerials from alt of its courses
frecty and operdy an the Internet (T Gaen
Cowrse Ware, 20015 Buring the last ten
yoears, OUW has sharéd materials from more

tham 7000 COMEsEs. WiLh ait. e.ﬁ[ma&ed T
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would ol bewrong 1o, say that the GER:

maovement had Xs arigms in Liw phr[mnphy

of openness i 4 'cass of Eﬂﬁumtwn am‘? e ;.
start of the ;’Jratt*ice af . wamiﬂg aner-

Torty yoars ago with the launch o The Oper - - 07 e
. {}p@rz qu{:a&t@mﬁ ﬁ&mua cas {LHER)

Uriiversity iy UK, What folloveed this was a

gradual but steady development in the area -
af oppan distange. léarndng (DD} with &

sumbses OBEL mﬁittuuems LOMIENZ AP ¥ ald
cantinents praviing sehstantial access Lo
secondary and ;pmt aecan'dar‘y" ﬂduca‘f.lors
The expumm fﬁ c;wiiw {EIEL colrsey arud
systems welg' 1~nﬁu{sncﬁ-ﬂ posit waly by the
whprecadented {iﬁVEiEﬂ}}mEnt'i of varlaty of

FLew anfmmahmz ahd  comimunication
technologies: g%pr_mg the fast 34 decades,
These developihents rafresent fwo

equalising forces in .'-'th'é-;{i}'if_az; of fvery human
baing vz, education snd technology for
making  Nleteng lédrsing opportunities
available toall himan bigings across barricrs
af cass, age, eﬁi‘rg,f.--.quz;itifa'cati::ns _and
pangraprical distances, - '

sdvarces in technology linked with open
and flexible philosophy alie'iad ta several
athas develapments which encauraged and
facilitated apenness, flexilsiifly,

coeperation and sharing in the crealion, use.

and  disirtbution/sharing of zrealive
prodiets, These include gevelopmantssich
as Open Scurce, Opeon Accoss and Open
Lontent inikfatives,

{pen Accest refers to unrostricted access
viz the Internet o articies published v
sehelatly Jownile, rod atea @creasingty o
boak chapiers or menographs. Opes Source
initiative invobves development of software
whose source fode is noblished with a
copyright that (egally allows anyane i
capy, modify and redistribute the code and
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Kinds wi
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and sharing -and . are. bt»gmmmg to get

s modifications without any rovalties or
fees, Open Suurce Software movemsnt has
helped in development of & very laree
wrirer of softwaes, Sourceforpe.net, the
largest open source software dovelapment
web sie, now hosts aver 130,800 spen
gaurce  projects for various apgications
which las Hteratly revolulionised froe use of
sofiware. Dpen Content is a coinage given

- by Sauid Wiley in 1928 which describes a
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Upen ediicationa resr:aur::es (OER) are
ﬁigizat mateﬂais: that ‘cain E}e ri-used {or
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Fhe open ymws&m‘a cxa sducational
resewces ensbled iy information  and
CuInmMniealieg Lechiologies, for
rapsultatios, -wse and adaptation by B
sommunity of wsers for ner-commercial

pyrposes”,
The UHESCO definition cowers quite weil
messt of thie prajects and Witiatives but ils

recerirement that resources are provided for
non-commercial purposes fs rather
reslrictive considesing that the pen Source
Initiakive, ftself, reguices that opcs souloe
licenses do mob  discruninaie against
commercial yse and the Free Software
Foisdation Ucansss allow software to be
Whed for Qommeroinl plrposes,

GER movemenrt %5 very vibrant today across
the world. Thers are several DER sitos that
alow nebwsiking  of  nstitutions and
individuals whno are commirted te the OFR



prilesepny suppartig the création and
sharing of multi-meadis Coursownre as woell
as orealdon of awavensss and  huilding
capacity fior OER creation and integration. &
forve enpvier OER s1es afe giveh here;
MIT CoenCourseWare (QCW) 5 3 web-
bascd pubtication open. and availabie to
rhe worid, K15 a free publication of MIT
rourse materialy that reflects almest all

the undergraduate and . graguake
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intended to share information, views,
research  stuediss “and knowl erige
redoureed In additian Lo wadelines and
toalkits on OFF best -mactice in the
Asian Region, WG s presently invatved
I develoging  wo models of CER
tegration (R neranin sy

Teacher Education inSub-Saharan Africe

TERSA i 4 resgarch and develapmedt

witistive Creating wpen educadionst
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The rolg of rﬁwﬁ- t&ar‘hﬁﬁr i, t?‘le scjsméty has
LidErgone m.ivstarztia thar‘!gﬁa& aver Hme,
iy |¢:5.p[md11:g 1.1:3 the ﬁhanges in mma!
stivcture  and. ﬁtz_{,_r;fa_da, From. a‘:f_: g &
prerogative of ohlya Tew in the upper strata
of thi society education is rew Yor all and
bearidtie is 3 right of all citizens throughout
tie, The philosaphy of (ifalong lesvming i
slowly taklng rools now and 8¢ warld &
moving towards a learning soctely
facititated by the developments of the

seclely couplod with more demotratic
priveiples of Fuman life and existence, The

lraditional congept of beacher 33 Gun ik one
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-.--iﬁﬂﬁwfﬁdge a,l'qd ever
leareers with Their's
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scadernic skills, Even in recent times the
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More and mure OER m,eztarrm!s e crmte& and. mmﬁe w.rmmbw by mum i‘awra! o
agencies, consortia and indvidual argzrmsatmn& Teachw Trainifg and
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mafar redyon fcu-‘ sl ai E‘mitihd‘ﬂs in me aren is die lo the ﬁssumpﬂ&n that free gnd
unrestricted gvm‘fqﬁnin“}.f 2f furpe muifrmedm egﬁumimnal resources con moke
teacher Lraiming t"ﬂﬂi‘ts mare . eff@(hw and they will alse ‘develsp - Bettar
-anderstonding about OFR il their iise, Teachers berng immﬂf i efj’er:m-e
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integration DER ko classroon activities acwd processes f:mfr mﬂku g yery pm::{we.
difference in ;h:fd‘ren 5 tearming. Mm;y devea’ﬁpmg rountries wherelargs chunk of
beachers are untrdined Gie in the process of training rherr teachers through egten
distence iearning cod there i3 a need to use effeive muitimedia fraining materials
i a cost effective manner, QER integration is expected to make this happen,
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