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Searching for Desirable OER

OERSCOUT



What is OERScout?
 An Artificial Intelligence (AI) based text mining 

algorithm which performs unsupervised 
autonomous learning.

 Reads the actual content of a text based OER
(webpage, .pdf, .doc, .docx) and understands
what it is about.
◦ i.e. If it reads the content of an article on calculus, it

will understand that the OER belongs to the domain
of mathematics and sub-domain calculus.

 Locates only the most desirable OER for use and
re-use based on the D-index (Abeywardena,
Raviraja and Tham, 2012)

Abeywardena, I.S., Raviraja, R. and Tham, C.Y. (2012). Conceptual Framework for Parametrically Measuring the Desirability of Open 

Educational Resources using D-index. International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, 13(2), 104-121



How OERScout Works
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Ultimate Benefit of OERScout

By using OERScout, both Content Creators 

and Users only need to concentrate 

on the actual content and not 

the searching and location of

specific, relevant and desirable

OER from the disconnected and disparate

repositories scattered across the globe.
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Contact

Ishan Abeywardena: ishansa@wou.edu.my
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